This is an excellent book, covering every aspect of fibreoptic intubation, and should be particularly useful for those with either limited experience in this field or those who have not attempted its use for some time.
Basic fibreoptic endoscopy skills are well covered. There is a very comprehensive introduction into the workings of fibreoptic equipment, which includes the physics of light transmission, and a section on cleaning and disinfection.
There is a very comprehensive section detailing a large number of various airways which can be used to facilitate intubation. Photographs are numerous and generally helpful and clear. Good use is also made of schematic diagrams in conjunction with fibreoptic views. Fibreoptic intubation in the anaesthetized patient is discussed. There are particularly useful sections on awake intubation including sedation, local anaesthetic techniques of the airway, commonly encountered problems and case studies. Paediatric fibreoptic intubation, use with double-lumen tubes and intensive care applications are also included.
The author's experience is obvious. The book is clearly written with a very practical approach and clear instructions, which should allow readers to attempt some of the techniques with confidence. Some readers may find the style too didactic at times. I would recommend this book to anyone with any interest in the subject. Certainly any department which owns a fibreoptic laryngoscope should also have a copy of this book.
C Neuro-Anaesthetic Practice is part of a series, Fundamentals of Anaesthesia and Acute Medicine, published with the stated aim of bringing to the reader "up to date and authoritative reviews of the principal clinical topics which make up the specialties".
The contents, authored by predominantly European and United Kingdom specialists and edited by an eminent Professor of Anaesthesia, are selfcontained and comprehensively referenced. Topics range from the scientific basics of neuroanaesthetic practice through to clinical management of specific neurosurgical procedures. Other chapters deal with CNS pathology, radiology and brain protection. Overall readability is excellent, due to the format and clear text. There is an adequate index.
As with any text with multiple contributors, the quality of individual chapters is variable. The chapter on neurological diseases encountered in the intensive care unit, whilst not without interest, is too long. The chapter on anaesthetic agents, current when written in 1995, needs updating in regard to the important developments in total intravenous anaesthesia associated with effect site concentration target controlled infusions. The chapter on anaesthetic management for specific neurosurgical procedures is too brief to adequately address the pathophysiological issues and complexities of such broad areas of neuroanaesthesia.
Chapters on anaesthetic management of common neurovascular lesions, management of acute head injury and monitoring of the central nervous system are well written and sufficiently comprehensive. The chapter on positioning of the neurosurgical patient is a gem of brevity.
This book is reasonably priced. The book does fill a gap between handbooks and major reference texts in the area of neuroanaesthesia. However, I have reservations, regarding the need for revision and updating, given the developments in this area since this book was published.
S The 38 contributors to this book of 20 chapters include many well known authorities, such as Paul Barash, Graham Smith, Michael Vickers and (from Australia) Charles Minto. The book covers topics as diverse as gene expression, text processing, burst suppression of the EEG, ethics, writing a publication, presenting at a meeting, performing measurements, and Fourier transformation. It is inevitable that any multi-authored text will be a little uneven, but the surprises tend to be good ones. For example, the chapter entitled "How to perform a search in the biomedical literature" is unexpectedly helpful, even to one who has been doing such searches for many years, and includes particularly interesting sections on the history of bibliographic databases and on citation indexing. Similarly, the focused and somewhat sobering chapter by Steven Shafer on how to fund research contains in-depth and practical advice from a genuine authority. It includes several gems of hard-to-discover information, such as the fact that pharmaceutical companies report investigator performance to a central site. The section in this chapter on planning a research career is worth reading by anyone who is contemplating such a path, even if the advice is more applicable to the ethos of the U.S.A. than that of Australia and New Zealand. There is even a chapter on how to use the English language.
I know of no other single volume where it is possible to find useful accounts of so many subjects germane to the conduct or understanding of research in anaesthesia or intensive care. It is good value, and will be an excellent resource for those undertaking research, and for those who wish their reading of the literature to be better informed. This book commences by reviewing five major groups of cardiovascular drugs with which all anaesthetists need to be familiar. These are betaadrenoceptor antagonists, calcium channel blockers, angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors, antiarrhythmic agents and alpha 2 adrenoceptor agonists. This of course leaves out many cardiovascular drugs of great significance to the anaesthetist, adrenaline for example, but does cover areas where recent progress may have a substantial impact on cardiovascular outcome after anaesthesia. Mechanisms of action, differences between drugs in each group, medical indications for their use, interactions with anaesthesia and evidence of efficacy in the perioperative period are all comprehensively discussed.
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In the second part of the book, the pharmacological treatment of acute perioperative cardiovascular disturbance is discussed. The topics are intraoperative and postoperative hypertension, myocardial ischaemia, arrhythmias, pulmonary hypertension and left ventricular dysfunction. The incidence, mechanisms and implications of these are discussed and various treatment options compared. Consideration of differences in anaesthetic technique, anaesthetic drug choice and monitoring is outside the scope of this book. It should be seen as complementing rather than replacing a good anaesthesia text on the perioperative management of a patient with cardiovascular disease.
A number of drugs are included which are not available in Australia and may not be released. However, their inclusion is still useful as they may demonstrate an additional mechanism of drug action and/or have progeny which do come into widespread clinical use.
On first inspection this book may appear to be primarily intended for anaesthetists managing patients for cardiac/vascular surgery. However, it will probably be less useful for that specialist group than for the anaesthetist or intensivist managing a wide range of patients with coexistent hypertension, left ventricular impairment, arrhythmias and pulmonary disease.
The book achieves its aim of providing a comprehensive review of the interactions between cardiovascular drugs and anaesthesia. It underlines a significant change in anaesthesia where drug development and improved delivery have reduced the
